
Colorado River Shortage



Agenda

1. Brief history on AZ drought and water supply

2. CO DCP and Tier 1

3. (Your company name) role

4. Questions



Anticipating Tier 1 Shortage on the Colorado River in 2022
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• Customers will have questions

– Are we going to run out of water?

– Will my water be restricted?

– What is the city/utility doing to prepare?

– What can I do?

– What should I do?

– What does this mean to me?

Our purpose is sustaining energy and water for life.

• (your company name) will not be impacted now, but this will impact our 

future



Groundwater – Surface Water Connection
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Drought in Arizona

• Weather-related phenomenon, exacerbated by human activity

• AZ drought: 2000

• Current predictions indicate drought worsening

• Arizona has been planning for this for years

– 2004 Arizona Drought Preparedness Plan

– 2007 Interim Guidelines

– CO River Drought Contingency Plan
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Arizona Water Supply
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Colorado River

• Allocated between 7 basin states and Mexico

– Upper Basin

– Lower Basin

• Water Rights on the CO

– “Law of the river”

• Central Arizona Project (CAP): aqueduct from Lake 

Havasu to Tucson
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Colorado River Drought Contingency Plan (DCP)

• Set of agreements between Lower Basin 

states to take reductions in CO River in 

the event of droughts or shortages

• Supply reductions relate to the surface 

elevation of Lake Mead

• Goal: protect Lake Mead from critical 

levels and prevent conditions that would 

restrict operation of the CO River System
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What Can We Do?

9

Arizona already at work:

– 4th and 5th Active Management Area Plans

– Arizona Reconsultation Committee

– Climate Adaptation Plan

– Manage water supply to meet community’s water needs

– Recharge aquifers with reclaimed water

– Closely monitor drought conditions

– Drought Contingency Plans

– Water Use Efficiency Plan

– Customer resources and tools  

– FAQ on website

At (your water utility):

We all have to work together to ensure our water supply for generations to come



Questions?


